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Problématique

Since the 1990s, Arctic Aboriginal territories are the object of major initiatives aiming to protect
these unique ecosystems. Consequently, many parks and protected areas have recently been
created in these fragile regions affected by climatic changes. It is actually in the Arctic that we
can find the greatest concentration of large National Parks. In several countries of the
circumpolar (especially Canada, Alaska, Norway, Sweden), the establishment of protected areas
is often accompanied by the will to promote Aboriginal cultures. In Canada, the policy of
National Parks is actually organized according to two objectives: protecting the environment and 
promoting the cultural heritage of the local people. As they are increasingly involved in the
planning and governance of parks and protected areas, Aboriginal communities take advantage
of this situation to bring forward new initiatives aiming at promoting their cultural heritage
strongly rooted in the territory. Parks are now used to promote culturally-significant scenery,
customs, narratives, Aboriginal knowledge and way of life. Taking in account the above
considerations, the Conference on « Patrimonialisation » of Arctic Aboriginal Territories : New
Opportunities to promote cultural heritage as rooted in the territory will pursue the following
specific objectives: 1. Take stock of existing knowledge and research concerning the dynamic
between cultural heritage and territorial development to address Aboriginal Governance of
representation, 2. Identify research gaps and develop a research agenda to advance analysis in
this area that can help to address policy issues and challenges that Aboriginal communities have
to tackle in the realm of patrimonialisation of their territory and 3. Explore opportunities for
sustained sharing of knowledge on the dynamic between territorial development, cultural
heritage and governance among the Aboriginals communities, academic community and policy-
makers.



Présentateurs et résumé des communications

1. Mameamskum, John (Naskapi Nation of Kawawachikamach, Canada); Herrmann,
Thora (CRC Ethnoecology and Biodiversity, University of Montreal, Canada); Füleki,
Blanka (Aga Khan Foundation; Paul Wilkinson & Associations, Canada): The "Caribou
Heaven": ecognizing a Natural Sacred Site and  Integrating Naskapi Ecological Knowledge
in the Management of the Kuururjuaq National Park.

Sacred sites are increasingly recognized as being vital for the expression and transmission of
culture, the conservation of biodiversity, and as a manifestation of spiritual values related to
nature. Following Recommendation No. 13 of the Vth International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) World Parks Congress in 2003, sites of cultural value can be designated as
―sacred areas‖ upon the establishment of protected areas. In northern Québec, the
Government of Québec, in partnership with the Kativik Regional Government (14 northern
villages, 14 Inuit reserved lands, and one Naskapi reserved land) plans to create the
Kuururjuaq National Park that covers 4,274 km2 of toundra ecosystem. However, a cultural
important site for the Naskapi First Nation is believed to be situated within the limits of this
protected area. Our paper describes an example of putting IUCN Recommendation No. 13 into
practice in the Canadian province of Québec. It first provides an overview of the linkages
between Aboriginal peoples and protected areas in Canada. It then illustrates the crucial role
that caribou play in the socio-cultural, spiritual, and economic life of the Naskapi people.
Next, it explains how Naskapi ecological knowledge was used to designate a culturally
significant location, the Caribou Heaven, as a sacred area within the proposed Kuururjuaq
National Park in Nunavik, Canada, to ensure its preservation and integrity. The initiative is
among the first of such efforts by the Government of Québec to give expression to the
importance of and to provide protection to the sacred sites of Aboriginal nations 

2. Bibaud, Julie (Université du Québec en Outaouais, Canada); Martin, Thibault
(Université du Québec en Outaouais, Canada): Aboriginals’ Territory Preservation
Projects, Cultural Heritage and Territorial Appropriation.

Since the 1990s, ―heritagisation‖ of the territories of Nunavik (northern Quebec) is increasing.
Several national parks projects - which are also protected areas – are taking place to protect
natural and cultural sites that are representative of Québec‘s landscapes and biodiversity, to
promote local communities culture while offering economic development opportunities.
Involved in planning and management of these parks, Nunavik communities benefit from these
opportunities to develop initiatives to promote a cultural heritage rooted in the territory:
valorisation of culturally significant landscapes and local knowledge, creation of museums as
well as place names projects, etc.Beyond the issues associated with tourism and economic
development, these actions could be also seen as a part of a reconfiguration process of local
territoriality in response to the creation of these new spaces. To understand what is happening
upfront of these actions, the public consultation is a key moment in the social construction of 
the relationship with the new space created. Interventions during the public hearing processes
permit not only identifying areas of convergences and divergences, pro's and con's but also to
explore the social representations that are at the heart of the mechanism of social appropriation.



Through the example of Tursujuq National Park, we'll see how various local representations of 
the territory covered by the

3. Joliet, Fabienne (Département Paysage, Agrocampus-Ouest, France): The interest of
aboriginal landscape imagery in the Tursujuq Park creation (Nunavik, Canada)

The Tursujuq National Park Project (aka Guillaume Delisle-Lac-à-L'Eau Claire) is now in
progress. Beyond the preliminary regulatory studies carried out since 2002 by both the Quebec
government and the Inuit institutions, in order to develop a network of national parks, the
research focuses on understanding how the analysis of the Tursujuq park landscape perceptions
could complement and adjust the park's conception. The perceptions analysis deals with the
iconographic landscaping representations and their related practices. The purpose is to create and
analyse inuit landscape images of the park's perimeter or vicinity. The fact of choosing a
landscape representations vector for the study has made possible the creation of an Inuit
Landcape Imagery via a Landcape Photography Contest and a Children's Landscape Drawing
Workshop. The framing and composition or the photographs, showing a selection of places and
areas as well as particular elements of landscape, will contribute to a better analysis of
underlying landscape preferences. These landscape representations will also bring out associated
landscape practices. Ultimately, such expressions of landscape imagery are expected to weigh in
the decision-making process of the perimeter, zoning and routing of the future Tursujuq National
Park.

4. Antomarchi, Véronique (Centre d’Etude et de Recherche sur les Littératures et les
Oralités du Monde (CERLOM-INALCO), France): The creation of the Pingualuit National
Park in Nunavik (North Quebec), a lever for touristic exploitation?

The recent creation of the Pingualuit National Park in Nunavik in Arctic Canada appears as a
lever for the touristic exploitation of this huge territory. The official argument that such
National Parks help economic development masks both their geopolitical importance and their
role for Inuit identity. The analysis of the marketing strategy this destination reveals
contradictions. The Inuit language is used in the transmission centre attached to the Park which
can be interpret as a great opening to inuit culture. However, local Inuit‘s wish to use the centre
to show visitors the reality of Inuit life and culture, conflicts with the government‘s intention to
put the accent on nature. The result appears as a compromise: the centre presents the Park as
piece of sacred nature. Another reason to suspect that the use of Inuit language and culture
might be an alibi hiding other objectives, is the fact that Nunavik is almost absent from the offer
of French tour operators; none at all feature the Pingualuit Park. Since it‘s opening in 2007, the
numbers of visitors is extremely small. One explanation for the creation of protected areas is
that they are a geostrategic tool. They allow Quebec to assert its power and to guarantee the
visibility of its sovereignty over its Far North and over indigenous populations who play an
active role in the process. Another hypothesis is that the important policy of creation of national
parks serves Quebec as a tool to catch up on an international scale on protected areas. Indeed,
the difficulty of creating new parks in Quebec pushes the government towards this protective
policy in Nunavik, where no problems of expropriation arise. It is a huge territory that allows
Quebec to create itself a reputation of a country respectful of its environment and enhance the
percentage of protected areas, actually evaluated at 3%, to reach 8%. 



5. Hannell, Lucas (Mammuthus 2010 – 2014, France): Lainé, Ludovic (Mammuthus 2010 
– 2014, France): Uniting Scientific and Cultural Heritage.

The Arctic offers glimpses into worlds of extraordinary nature and culture that are unfortunately
disappearing. Threatened by factors such as economic pressures, resource exploitation and climate
change, the collective heritage of the Arctic would benefit from an improved framework of
conservation. The well-preserved record of recent natural history that lies scattered throughout the
Arctic allows scientists to approach pertinent questions of biodiversity, ecosystem dynamics and
climate change with singularly excellent data. The cultures of the Arctic are inextricably tied to a
fundamental time in human history. Customs and traditions, from art to folklore, that survive to this
day are often the only living link to the same world that scientists are working to decipher through the
scope of paleontology and related disciplines. Cross-pollination in these fields - science and culture -
has the potential for mutual enrichment as well as to raise awareness for the conservation of tangible
and intangible heritage in the region. The Mammuthus Program 2010 - 2014 is a scientific exploration
initiative in Arctic Siberia that adopts such an interdisciplinary approach, uniting the knowledge of
indigenous cultures with twenty-first century science to tell a more comprehensive story of the Arctic's
legacy. 

6. Thibault, Martin (Université du Québec en Outaouais, Canada): Aboriginal governance 
of protected areas:  a circumpolar perspective

Arctic territories are since two decades the object of major initiatives aiming to protect the
environment. As a result, it is in the Arctic that we find the greatest concentration of large
National Parks. In several countries like Canada, Alaska, Norway, Sweden Aboriginal
populations are now invited to contribute to the governance of these protected areas. For
example, in Canada, an Aboriginal Affairs Secretariat was created in 1999 within Parks Canada
(the national institution responsible for the creation and administration of protected areas) to
facilitate the participation of Aboriginal people in the governance of Canada's natural and
cultural heritage places. Since they are increasingly involved in the planning and governance of
protected areas, Aboriginal communities take advantage of this situation to bring forward new
initiatives aiming at promoting their cultural heritage, and that demonstrate the relationship that
exists between their territory and their way of life. In this paper we will compare how Aboriginal
people from the circumpolar are successful in promoting their vision of ―protection‖, and how
they try to articulate the protection of the territory with the protection/transmission of their
culture.


